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Destination Kansas
Destination Kansas has been produced by the International Travel Writers Alliance with the support of Kansas Travel & Tourism. It provides a media resource for professionals looking to visit Kansas to write, broadcast or create images that will highlight the state.

Kansas Travel & Tourism will be delighted to talk to Alliance members about sourcing other story and feature ideas.
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· Sources

· Getting to Kansas

· The International Travel Writers Alliance   

Kansas
Kansas is a Midwestern state in the central region of the United States of America. It is named after the Kansas River also known as the Kaw River, which flows through it and after the Kansa tribe of native Americans.

The state is bordered by Nebraska to the north, Missouri to the east, Oklahoma to the south and Colorado to the west. While the state’s eastern part is green, fertile, and hilly, with woods, streams, and lakes, the west forms part of the Great Plains, once the grass-covered haunt of the buffalo. 

Historically, Kansas was home to large numbers of nomadic Native Americans that hunted bison before forming part of the Santa Fe and Chisholm Trails across the region and being settled by white Americans in the 1850s.

When officially opened to settlement by the US government in 1854, there was political turmoil and violent conflict over the slavery issue

The ‘abolitionists’ from New England and pro-slavery settlers from neighbouring Missouri rushed to the territory to vote to establish Kansas a free state or a slave state respectively. This clash of ideologies resulted in the area becoming the focus of violence and chaos in its early days and was known as Bleeding Kansas. 

The abolitionists eventually prevailed and on 29 January 1861, Kansas entered the Union as a free state. 

As railroads expanded westward, the cattle drives made such towns as Abilene, Hays, Wichita, and Dodge City centres of the legendary Old West and made ‘heroes’ of men like Bat Masterson, Wyatt Earp, Wild Bill Hickock and the Dalton Gang.

After the Civil War, the population of Kansas exploded when waves of immigrants turned the prairie into productive farmland. In 1874, Mennonite immigrants from Russia introduced their Turkey Red wheat seed to Kansas soil, helping to establish Kansas as the "breadbasket of the nation." 

Today, Kansas is one of the most productive agricultural states, producing many crops, and leading the nation in wheat and sunflower production.

Working with the Alliance 

The following key contacts and those shown in particular items will be pleased to work with Alliance members.

Key contacts:

UK and Ireland 

Derek Mackenzie-Hook, PR & Marketing Representative (UK and Ireland) at dmh@TravelKsOk.co.ukor or on +44 (0) 8450 533 280
 

North America and international

Lisa Weigt, International Marketing and PR Representative at Lweigt3@cox.net or on 

480 664 3076.

Real small towns, real nice folks 

A personal perspective by Ashley Gibbins

Now why would you wanna be going there?

It was a question that cropped up a number of times during a short break in Chicago before my drive through small town Kansas.

Some 150 or so years ago, the first white settlers were probably harangued in the same way as they packed all worldly possessions into a covered wagon and left the relative civility of the eastern cities for a new life in the American mid-west - the wild west.

For those first settlers the journey was long, arduous and sometime literally life sapping.

And arriving in Kansas, after months on the trail, there then began a long and bitter struggle to set down roots.

Life, by any standards was hard with the summers scorching, the winters harsh, the land unyielding and the ’dust bowl’ winds relentless.

Moreover the welcome from the native American indian tribes, who already called Kansas home, was, perhaps not surprisingly, not always warm. 

That those early settlers did survive, and indeed prosper, in Kansas is testament in no small measure to the deep rooted friendship and true community spirit which was nurtured with the same care and attention that was given to the crops and livestock.

As a result Kansans remains a close knit state peopled with men and women who are close to God, family and friends in equal measure and who cherish their way of life.

Many of the small towns (that the Americans will insist on referring to as cities), that sprung up in those early days remain intact. Places with heart quickening names like Cottonwood Falls, Junction City, Council Grove, Abilene and Leavenworth.

All are focused around ‘main street’, which is the real life embodiment of what Disney has tried to create in the Magic Kingdom.

What also remains intact is the warm and genuine welcome for those passing through.

Stopping at a gas station, café, general store or bar (the last not always that easy to find) and one is invariably drawn into conversation by real nice folks willing to take time out of their day to make mine a little more enjoyable.

With the fast paced world we live this was reward in itself  And a big part of why I am more than pleased to have visited Kansas.

Before leaving the state one of the last things I was asked, rather ironically and yet most sincerely, was : “now why did you want to go to Chicago before coming to Kansas? 

Reasons to write about Kansas
Small town Kansas 

The vast majority of towns and cities in Kansas have populations of less than 3,00 people with many having less than 1,000.

This makes for a range of interesting stories and features.

The following small towns in Kansas will be pleased to work with Alliance members :  

· Abilene

The home of the Eisenhower museum, home and library. (www.abilenekansas.org). 

· Atchison
Atchison is situated on hills and bluffs beside the Missouri River in the northeast corner of Kansas.

It was founded in 1854 and named in honor of Senator David Rice Atchison and is the birthplace of aviatrix Amelia Earhart.The Amelia Earhart Festival held each July annually attracts an estimated 30,000–50,000 people.

The International Forest of Friendship (www.ifof.org) is sited on a gentle slope overlooking Lake Warnock, on the outskirts of Atchison and is an arboretum of trees from all fifty states and thirty-five countries as a memorial to the world history of aviation.

It was established in 1976 the City of Atchison, the Ninety-Nines (www.ninety-nines.org) -International Organization of Women Pilots - and the University of Kansas.


Atchison is also the home of Benedictine College, a small Catholic liberal-arts college. It is often called one of the most haunted places in America, due to the city's ghost-story heritage.

Visit : www.atchisonkansas.net. Contact : Sally Web at tours@atchisonkansas.net.

Dodge City
Dodge City, which was named after General Grenville M. Dodge, was built at the crossroads where millions of Texas longhorns met the railroads. It is well known to television viewers worldwide for the Western drama series Gunsmoke, which was set in Dodge City. Visit : http://www.americanwest.com/pages/dodge.htm and www.dodgecity.org. 
Boot Hill Museum & Front Street, Dodge City 

This is an accredited western-history village museum located on the original site of Boot Hill cemetery in downtown Dodge City. Wyatt Earp, Doc Holliday and Bat Masterson were just a few famous names that formed their reputations here, and life in the 19th century is interpreted through audio-visual programs, exhibits, a reconstruction of Dodge City in 1876 and old west restorations. The complex consists of historic and reconstructed buildings including an 1879 cattleman’s home and the jail from Fort Dodge. During the summer months there are variety shows in the Longbranch Saloon, demonstrations at the printing and blacksmiths shop, stagecoach rides and gunfight re-enactments. Visit : www.boothill.org

Hutchinson 
The City of Hutchinson, with a population of approximately 40,000 was built on one of the world's largest salt deposits and has the world's largest and longest wheat elevator. The city is also the home of Kansas Cosmosphere and Space Center, the Kansas Underground Salt Museum and the Kansas State Fair. Visit : Contact : http://www.hutchchamber.com. LeAnn Cox at leannc@hutchchamber.com. 

The Kansas Underground Salt Museum

The Kansas Underground Salt Museum is located in a working salt mine. Visitors to the salt museum travel 650 feet below ground where they board a tram that takes them on a tour of the old workings before exploring the museum exhibit areas at their leisure. The mine maintains a 68-degree temperature and 40% relative humidity year-round. Visit : http://www.undergroundmuseum.org. Contact : Lynette Hilty at lhilty@undergroundmuseum.org. 

The annual Kansas State Fair
The annual Kansas State Fair (5 to 14 September 2008) opens the Friday following Labor Day and lasts for 10 days at the Kansas State Fairgrounds in Hutchinson, Kansas.The largest single event in the State, the Fair annually attracts approximately 350,000 people. Visit : http://www.kansasstatefair.com. 

The Kansas Cosmosphere and Space Center

The Kansas Cosmosphere and Space Center, located in Hutchinson, is affiliated with the Smithsonian Institute and is best known for its fascinating display of space artefacts including the largest collection of artefacts from the Russian Space Program outside of Moscow, Apollo 13 and an SR-71 Blackbird. http://www.cosmo.org/ 

Cottonwood Falls 

Cottonwood Falls serves as the County Seat of Chase County and the two-block shopping district is dominated by the grand Chase County Courthouse, the oldest county courthouse (1873) still in use in Kansas (currently being renovated).  

The Cottonwood Hills master planned golf community has opened its 18-hole golf course and the first ‘Faldo Championship’ course in the Midwest. Visit: www.cottonwoodhills.net.
The Friday evening jam sessions at Emma Chase’s café (www.emmachasecafe.com), which is run by Sue Scott Smith on Main Street is an institution.  The evenings draw performers and customers fromfar afield – who spill out onto Main Street for this unique experience. As Sue say’s it’s a … “semi-sorta somewhat loosely organized group of folks who enjoy playin', pickin' and singin'. Most are locals; some aren't. some are better'n others; some aren't”. Contact Sue at prairie-maid@sbcglobal.net.

Visit : www.chasecountyks.org. Conatct : Deb Zeiner, Director at chasechamber@sbcglobal.net.

Council Grove
Council Grove, which was one of the last stops on the Santa Fe Trail heading north, was first settled by Seth Hays, a grandson of Daniel Boone, who came to the area in 1847 to trade with the Kaw tribe. 

Hays also opened a restaurant in 1857, the Hays House (www.hayshouse.com), which is the oldest continuously-operating restaurant west of the Mississippi River. 

There are 24 registered historical registered historical sites in the town including the Post Office Oak where travellers would leave their mail in this designated tree to be picked up by others going in the other direction. General Custer of the United States Army slept here with his troops during the American Civil War, under a large tree known now as the Custer Elm. 

Visit : www.councilgrove.com. Contact : Kay Hutchinson at chamber@tctelco.net. 

Lawrence

Lawrence was founded in 1854 for the New England Emigrant Aid Company by Charles Robinson, who later served as governor of Kansas. 

The city was named after Amos Adams Lawrence, a prominent politician and antislavery partisan and the son of famed philanthropist Amos Lawrence. The city has a vibrant dining and bar district based on Massachusetts

In the Bleeding Kansas era, Lawrence was a centre of the anti-slavery movement and in 1863, during the American Civil War, Confederate guerrillas led by William Quantrill burned most of the houses and commercial buildings in Lawrence and killed 150 to 200 of the men they found in the Lawrence Massacre. 

The University of Kansas was founded in Lawrence in 1865 and the town is also the base for the Haskell Indian Nations University (www.haskell.edu/haskell) 

Lawrence is also home to the Bob Dole institute (www.doleinstitute.org). Dole is the retired United States Senator from Kansas and United States Senate Majority Leader who was the unsuccessful Republican candidate in the 1996 U.S. Presidential election (losing to Bill Clinton).

Visit : www.visitlawrence.com Contact : Susan Henderson at marketing@visitlawrence.com. 

Leavenworth
Leavenworth, founded in 1854, was the first incorporated city in Kansas and is situated on the west bank of the Missouri River.It grew up south of Fort Leavenworth (http://leav-www.army.mil/), the oldest active Army post west of the Mississippi, which was established in 1827 by Colonel Henry Leavenworth. 

Leavenworth's main industry is indeed prisons. It is the site of a large federal prison and several smaller prisons, including the military's primary prison, the United States Disciplinary Barracks.

The Parker Carousel Museum (www.firstcitymuseums.org/buttons.html) features a working carousel and horses and parts from CW Parker the world’s largest manufacturer of carousel’s. The museum is a tribute to passionate commitment of a band of volunteers.

Visit : www.leavenworth-lansingareachamberofcommerce.com. Contact : Connie Hachenberg at connie.cvb@sbcglobal.net
Lindsborg

Known as "Little Sweden," is home of Bethany College and is located south of Salina. Visit: www.lindsborg.org. 

For details of other small towns in Kansa visit : http://www.skyways.org/towns/. 

Wichita

Wichita, with an estimated population of 355,000, is the largest city in Kansas and the 50th largest city in the United States. The city was officially incorporated in 1870 and became a became a railhead destination for cattle drives from Texas and other southwestern points – and getting Cowtown as a nickname.

The Museum of World Treasures

The Museum of World Treasures is a genuine one of a kind. Founded by Dr. Jon and Lorna Kardatzke it is located in a converted warehouse in the Farm & Art Market area of Old Town Wichita, which is also home to a mix of restaurants, shops, clubs, museums and theatres.

This is a truly eclectic collection of ten real dinosaurs, two Egyptian Royal Mummies, a Hall of American Presidents exhibit, military artefacts from the Revolutionary  and American Civil Wars through to the Korea and Vietnam conflicts. There are also Wild West and Hollywood star exhibits.

Visit : www.worldtreasures.org. Contact : Lawand Smith at museum@worldtreasures.org. 

For other Kansas Museums visit : http://skyways.lib.ks.us/museums/ 

Old Cowtown

Old Cowtown, an open-air living history museum, looks to recreates life as it was in the days of the Kansas pioneers, between the years of 1865 and 1880. In addition to reconstructed buildings, the collection includes period furnishings, decorative art objects, clothing and domestic textiles, industrial machinery, craft tools and farming equipment.

There's also an archive of photographs, letters and documents and even a collection of livestock - breeds of cow, pig and chicken that were found on the typical 1880s farm. Visit : www.oldcowtown.org. Contact : Cassie Fahey at cfahey@sedgwick.gov. 

Events in Wichita  

· The Wichita Jazz Festival (www.wichitajazzfestival.com) in October remains a significant annual event on the national jazz calendar and the Wichita River Festival (www.wichitariverfestival.com), held each May in the Downtown and Old Town areas, is one of the state’s longest running festivals.

· Sedgwick County Zoo (www.scz.org), which is home to more than 2,500 animals of nearly 500 different species.

· Wichita reached national fame in 1900 when Woman's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) member Carrie Nation brought her crusade against alcohol to Wichita and in 1914-1915, oil was discovered nearby and Wichita became a major oil centre. The money derived from oil allowed local entrepreneurs to invest in a nascent airplane industry.

Visit : www.visitwichita.com. Contact : Ken Vandruff at kvandruff@visitwichita.com. 

The Kansas outdoor  
The Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve (http://www.nps.gov/tapr/).  

While tallgrass prairie once covered 170 million acres of North America, less than 4 % remains, mostly in the Flint Hills of Kansas. 

The 10,894 acre preserve now protects a nationally significant example of the tallgrass prairie ecosystem and has a collection of natural and cultural features from the American Indian to present.

Other areas under the protection of the National Park Service (www.nps.gov) include : 

· Brown v. Board Of Education National Historic Site in Topeka

· California National Historic Trail

· Fort Larned National Historic Site in Larned

· Fort Scott National Historic Site

· Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail

· Nicodemus National Historic Site at Nicodemus

· Oregon National Historic Trail

· Pony Express National Historic Trail

· Santa Fe National Historic Trail

The Flint Hills Scenic Byway
Some of the million or so cattle that graze in the Flint Hills’ pastures, once the domain of buffalo, can be seen from the 48 miles of its Highway 177 that comprises Flint Hills Scenic Byway in Kansas. The route starts in the tiny ranch town of Cassoday (population 130), where the dirt Main Street has a few weathered 19th-century wooden buildings housing an antiques store and a cafe popular with cowboys, truck drivers and bikers. 

It then goes through a handful of small towns and past the Tallgrass Prairie Preserve to Council Grove, a former staging area on the Santa Fe Trail. More recently, tourist amenities have been upgraded in the Flint Hills, especially in Chase County, made famous by William Least Heat-Moon’s 1991 book “PrairyErth.”  Visit: www.nps.gov/tapr.
Trail Riding

Visitors wanting to experience natural Kansas can walk through wildflowers in prairies undisturbed by civilization, view wildlife in their natural environments, or discover some of the best geological finds in the world. Regardless of the season or interest, the wild beauty of Kansas offers wonderful travel opportunities for the outdoor enthusiast.

In south central Kansas, the Gypsum Hills (or Red Hills) feature flat mesas, deep canyons, sharp high hills, and red soils. The Gyp Hills Trail Rides take place during the first three weekends in May at the Gant-Larson Ranch. Trail riders must provide their own horses, but for those who don’t own horses or ride, horse-drawn wagon rides are provided. The ranch also offers a women-only trail ride in April. 

Sun Rock Ranch 

The Sun Rock Ranch Resort operates on a 3,000 acre working horse and cattle ranch in the scenic Flint Hills of Kansas. We specialize in events and parties with an authentic western flare, outdoor activities and horseback riding. Sun Rock Ranch hosted eight miles of trails for the 1996 F.E.I. World Championship 100-mile Equestrian Endurance Event. Visit : www.sunrockranch.com. Contact : Janel Harder at sunrock@kansas.net. 

Hiking

At one time, most of North America was prairie. Today, most of America’s remaining virgin prairie can be found in Kansas, and numerous opportunities exist for visitors to experience the beauty of the tall grass prairie. 

The Tall grass Prairie National Preserve in the heart of the Flint Hills near Strong City is the only unit in the National Park System dedicated to the rich cultural history of the prairie, considered to be the most endangered ecosystem in the world. 

Travellers can take a guided bus tour into the 10,714-acre preserve or hike one of their trails. 

The Konza Prairie Biological Station, south of Manhattan, is owned and operated by Kansas State University and the Nature Conservancy. Much of the prairie is used for research purposes, but several hiking trails take visitors into the heart of the prairie.

Biking

The Cimarron National Grassland was formed when the federal government purchased some of the most severely wind-eroded land during the Dust Bowl era. The land has since been rejuvenated and is now administered by the U.S. Forest Service. 

A 19-mile hiking and biking trail runs parallel to the original route of the Santa Fe Trail. The 180,000-acre grassland also features primitive and established camping sites, and a self-guided scenic driving tour.

Fishing

Many of the state’s lakes and reservoirs have hiking trails including 13 miles of trails at Kanopolis Lake in the Smoky Hills near Ellsworth. These lakes also offer great fishing opportunities as well as spots for camping and boating. Wilson Lake near Sylvan Grove is considered to be one of the best windsurfing spots in the country. 

For those visitors wanting to camp, several Kansas state parks offer “Rent-A-Camp” providing all of the necessary gear for a low daily fee.

Birdwatching

Only two states in the nation have designated wetlands of international importance – Kansas and Florida. Cheyenne Bottoms Wildlife Area, north of Great Bend, attracts nearly half of North America’s shorebird population during the spring and fall migration. The Quivira National Wildlife Refuge, located south of Great Bend, is on the central flyway for migrating birds.

Wildlife

Other wildlife areas throughout the state also support an impressive collection of wildlife. The state’s largest herd of buffalo can be seen at the Maxwell Wildlife Refuge near Canton, and the Sandsage Bison Range in Garden City supports another large herd. 

For a state of its size Kansas has a large number of accredited zoos of all sizes. Wichita, Garden City, Hutchinson, Topeka, Emporia, and Manhattan all boast high-calibre zoos. 

The Rolling Hills Wildlife Adventure, located on 95 acres west of Salina, is dedicated to the conservation and propagation of rare and endangered animals.

A place to stay 

The Grand Central Hotel and Grill, Cottonwood Falls
The ten-room Grand Central Hotel and Grill (www.grandcentralhotel.com) is the only AAA Four-Diamond Historic Country Inn hotel in the state. It was built in 1884 and gutted and completely renovated in 1995 by the current owner Suzan Barnes (suzan.barnes@sbcglobal.net).

The Glick mansion 

The Glick Mansion (www.glickmansion.com), the delightfully maintained labour of love by Chris Wildy is the one time home of George Glick and his wife Lizzie Ryder Glick.  George was Kansas governor for one term from 1882.

The Cottage House hotel
Every room in this Prairie Victorian Inn are decorated and furnished in keeping with the period in which they were built; 1870-80's, 1898, and 1913. Antique furnishings are featured throughout the building. Visit : www.cottagehousehotel.com. 

Great Wolf Lodge, Kansas City 

Kansas' largest indoor waterpark resort has 281 family-sized suites. The central attraction is the four-story, 38,000 square-foot indoor waterpark with its interactive tree house water fort. Visit : www.greatwolflodge.com. 

Hedrick’s Exotic Animal Farm B&B, Nickerson 

Hedrick’s Exotic Animal Farm B&B is a Country Inn that reflects the image of Main Street in the Old West. In addition animals inhabit the grounds of its exotic animal farm including camels, giraffes, kangaroos and a llama. Visit : www.hedricks.com
Castle Inn Riverside, Wichita
The Castle Inn, on the banks of the Little Arkansas River, is a duplication of a Scottish Campbell Castle. It was built in 1888 from drawings of a castle originally constructed in the foothills of Scotland. Visit : www.castleinnriverside.com. 

Moore’s Ranch, Bucklin 

A simple family run ranch that still does the ranch work the old fashioned, cowboy way. Families are welcome to join in with day-to-day activities or relax in the solitude and nature around the ranch. Activities include horseback riding, branding, roping, cattle drives, riding fences, nature hikes, and wildlife viewing. Visit : www.longhorn-cattle.com

For other bed and breakfast in Kansas visit : www.kbba.com 
Sources 

Official; websites 

Travel Kansas  :
www.travelks.com

 

The Stae website :
www.kansas.gov 

Wikipedia :

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kansas 

Guide books
The following travel publishers will be happy to provide Alliance members with review copies of their guides to the USA, Kansas and its cities (where they publish these). The publishers will, of course, expect members to be on assignment or with commission and will be looking for of a credit or review.

Berlitz  Visit : www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Contact : Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel  Visit : www.bradt-travelguides.com. Contact Felicity Stanbridge at felicity.stanbridge@bradtguides.com. 

 

Brit's Guide Visit : www.foulsham.com. Contact Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing  Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk. Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS Visit : www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

 
Insight Visit : www.insightguides.com. Contact : Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk.

 
Lonely Planet Visit: www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact: Europe, Middle East and Africa: Heather Carswell at Heather.Carswell@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North and Central America: Frank Ruiz at frank.ruiz@lonelyplanet.com, Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.
Rough Guides Visit : www.roughguides.com. Contact : press@roughguides 

Getting to Kansas 

American Airlines
American Airlines is the world's largest airline.  American, American Eagle and the AmericanConnection® airlines serve 250 cities in over 40 countries with more than 4,000 daily flights.  

American's UK web site, www.americanairlines.co.uk, provides users with easy access to check and book fares, plus news, information and travel offers.  
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides key information and support for 7,000 professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Visit : http://www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com/members/all_profiles.html

In addition Alliance information goes to over 1,000 travel, features or lifestyle editors of UK based newspapers and magazines.
 

Alliance information is also syndicated to 500 professional travel writers through the North American Travel Journalists Association, 1200 travel writers through the Society of American Travel Writers, 600 travel writers through the Professional Writers Association of Canada and directly to 150 members of the New Zealand Travel Communicators. 
 

Finally Alliance information also goes to over 1,500 travel and tourist industry representatives.

Visit: www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. Contact : Ashley Gibbins on +44 (0) 776 419 8286 or at Ashley@williamjack.co.uk. 
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